











April 22, 2011

Dear Parents of Seniors:

During the final quarter of the senior year, we need to give you important information about graduation and other senior issues.   Please keep this in a convenient place for future reference.

HONOR STUDENTS:	At graduation we will honor one valedictorians and one salutatorian. National Honor Society members who have completed their service requirement will be notified by Mrs. Feth. 

REQUIREMENTS:	The majority of seniors are now enrolled in classes that they must pass in order to graduate.  School district policy states that in order to participate in the graduation ceremony, students must complete all requirements by June 2nd.  The counselors are monitoring all progress carefully. Parents and students are responsible for checking progress also. Please call the counseling office at 222-7010 if you have questions.

CEREMONY:	The graduation ceremony is June 4th at 1:00 p.m. at the Toyota Center (formerly the Three Rivers Coliseum).  Tickets are not required for graduation.  Doors open at Noon. If you need any special accommodations (handicap accessible, American Sign Language interpreter) please contact Kamiakin so we can make arrangements.   Seats may not be saved.

Commencement is the most formal of the Kamiakin graduation activities and is the last recognition for the Class of 2011.  Caps and gowns may not be decorated (Kennewick School District policy).  We want parents and relatives to be able to see and appreciate their son’s and daughter’s achievements.  To assure that happening, "silly string," beach balls, noisemakers, and such distracters that interfere with the ceremony are not permitted.     

DRESS:	In order to take part in our ceremony, seniors are asked to dress in a dignified manner - the young men wear collared shirts, slacks, and dress shoes, and the young women wear skirts, dresses, or dress slacks and blouses, and dress shoes.  We expect that seniors dress and act in a manner commensurate with the importance and dignity of our ceremony. Make sure your student irons his/her gown prior to the ceremony!

CAP/GOWN ORDERS:	Jostens has already delivered most of the senior graduation items.  If your senior has not already received his/her order, please contact Mark Stevens of Jostens at 586-1621 immediately.



SENIOR AWARDS	This is an annual recognition for seniors who have received
CEREMONY:	scholarships and/or other honors/awards. In order to celebrate the accomplishments of the Class of 2011 we will be having an awards assembly on Thursday, May 26th at 9:20 am in the main gym. With this mailing is a copy of the scholarship award form. Please turn this in to Ms. Mendoza before May 20th or contact her at 222-6365 or by email at Erika.Mendoza@ksd.org to share information about your senior’s scholarships.
  
BACCALAUREATE:	Baccalaureate is a non-denominational, inspirational farewell service for seniors and their families planned and held outside of school.  It is not planned by the school and it is not required that seniors attend.  It is scheduled for May 31st, 6:00 p.m. at Calvary Chapel (by Country Gentlemen.)  

GRADUATION PRACTICE:	On June 3rd at 7:30 AM, we will have graduation practice at the Toyota Center.  Attendance at graduation practice is required in order for the student to participate in the graduation ceremony.  If a senior DOES NOT plan to participate in the graduation ceremony, please contact Mrs.Thoelke, 222-7010 or the student’s counselor right away.

PICNIC:	Senior brunch is set for Friday, June 3rd , from 10:00 to 12:00 at the Lawrence Scott Park and  is for seniors only.  Food is provided FREE by the senior class.

ALL-NIGHT PARTY:	A great group of parents, headed by Trish Forman and Karri Stoker   are planning the all-night party after graduation.  If you have not been contacted but would like to help, please call one of them right away.  This is an excellent way to support your graduate’s celebration in a safe environment.  The party takes place at the Kamiakin cafeteria and gymnasium and runs from 10 PM – 4 AM.   Tickets are $45 prior to June 1st and $50 at the door.

ACTIVITIES:	Activities known as senior skip day, senior sleep out, or senior trip are not school-endorsed activities.  In the past, students have made poor choices and/or been injured in a variety of ways during these gatherings.  Please call the school if you have questions about authorized senior activities.

FINAL EXAMS:	Senior finals are scheduled for June 1st (Periods 1,2,3) and June 2nd  (Periods 4,5,6).  These are full school days with finals during those periods on the regular school schedule. 

ALCOHOL/TOBACCO:	Any student caught under the influence of alcohol or other illegal substances at school or at any school function will be disciplined according to school policy, which will include denial of participation at the graduation ceremony.

I have also enclosed a copy of the handout we are giving to seniors in class.  As always, if you have any questions, please call 222-7000.  We are all looking forward to the excitement of June 4th, 2011!

Yours in education,

Chris Chelin
Principal					



